
 

[ACT 3753] 
 

LAW ON REGISTRY OF CIVIL STATUS 
 
 
 SECTION 1.  Civil Register.  – A civil register is established for recording the 
civil status of persons, in which shall be entered:  (a) births; (b) deaths; (c) marriages; (d) 
annulments of marriages; (e) divorces; (f) legitimations; (g) adoptions; (h) 
acknowledgment of natural children; (i) naturalization; and (j) changes of name. 
 
 SEC. 4. Civil Register Books. – The local civil registrars shall keep and preserve 
in their offices the following books, in which they shall, respectively, make the proper 
entries concerning the civil status of persons: 
 

1. Birth and death register. 
 

2. Marriage register, in which shall be entered not only the marriages solemnized 
but also divorces and dissolved marriages. 

 
3. Legitimation, acknowledgment, adoption, change of name and naturalization 

register. 
 

SEC. 5.  Registration and Certification of Births. – The declaration of the 
physician or midwife in attendance at the birth or, in default thereof, the declaration of 
either parent of the newborn child, shall be sufficient for the registration of a birth in the 
civil register.  Such declaration shall be exempt from the documentary stamp tax and 
shall be sent to the local civil registrar not later than thirty days after the birth, by the 
physician or midwife in attendance at the birth or by either parent of the newly born 
child. 

 
In such declaration, the persons above mentioned shall certify to the following 

facts:  (a) date and hour of birth; (b) sex and nationality of infant; (c) names, citizenship, 
and religion of parents or, in case the father is not known, of the mother alone; (d) civil 
status of parents; (e) place where the infant was born; (f) and such other data may be 
required in the regulation to be issued. 

 
In the case of an exposed child, the person who found the same shall report to the 

local civil registrar the place, date, and hour of finding and other attendant circumstances. 
 
In case of an illegitimate child, the birth certificate shall be signed and sworn to 

jointly by the parents of the infant or only the mother if the father refuses.  In the latter 
case, it shall not be permissible to state or reveal in the document the name of the father 
who refuses to acknowledge the child, or to give therein any information by which such 
father could be identified. 
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Any foetus having human features which dies after twenty-four hours of existence 
completely disengaged from the maternal womb shall be entered in the proper registers as 
having been born and having died. 
 

*** 
 SEC. 7.  Registration of marriages. – All civil officers and priests or ministers 
authorized to solemnize marriages shall send a copy of each marriage contract 
solemnized by them to the local civil registrar within the time limit specified in the 
existing Marriage Law. 
 
 In cases of divorce and annulment of marriage, it shall be the duty of the 
successful petitioner for divorce or annulment of  marriage to send a copy of the final 
decree of the court to that local civil registrar of the municipality where the dissolved or 
annulled marriage was solemnized. 
 
 In the marriage register there shall be entered the full name and address of each of 
the contracting parties, their ages, the place and date of the solemnization of the marriage, 
the names and addresses of the witnesses, the full name, address, and relationship of the 
minor contracting party or parties or the person or persons who gave their consent to the 
marriage, and the full name, title, and address of the person who solemnized the 
marriage. 
 
 In cases of divorce or annulment of marriage, there shall be recorded the names of 
the parties divorced or whose marriage was annulled, the date of the decree of the court, 
and such other details as the regulations to be issued may require. 
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